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C and G: Hard and Soft 24

The vowel that comes next decides the sound. A cheat sheet from jA LEER! Libro 3. CASA SCHOOL

CA CO CU CE clI

‘ like k like k like k like s or th like s or th

casa cocCo cuna cena cine

GA GO GU GE Gl

G like g in go like gin go like gin go like araspy h like a raspy h

gato goma gusano gente gira

s or th? Latin America says s, most of Spain says th. Both are correct.

Keep it hard before Eand | The soft sound before A, O, U

Want the hard sound before E or I? Add a silent U. C Before A, O and U, Spanish uses other letters for the

turns into QU, and G turns into GU. soft sounds. Z sounds like soft C, and J sounds like
soft G.

QUE QUI queso - quince ZA Z0O ZU zopato - zorro - azul

GUE GUI juguete - guitarra

The U is only a helper here. You don't say it: queso sounds

JA JO JU caja-ojo-jugo

like keso. So cena and zapato start with the same sound, spelled
two different ways.

Bonus: the two dots
When the U after G should be heard, it gets two dots: GUE and GUI, as in pinguino and

ciguenfa.

Hear every sound free at espanolforkids.org - jA LEER! Libro 3 on Amazon
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